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President’s Message 
Courtney Myers, MPH, REHS 
Stark County Health Department 

Dear OEHA Members, 

 

Happy summer to all! This 

season brings not only 

warmer weather but also 

increased responsibilities 

for those of us in 

Environmental Health. I 

hope you’ve been able to 

take some well-deserved 

time to rest and recharge. 

 

National Environmental Health Association 

(NEHA) Annual Conference  

 

This July, I had the privilege of attending the 

National Environmental Health Association 

(NEHA) Annual Conference in Phoenix. 

During the event, I participated in both the 

Affiliate Presidents Workshop and the Council 

Meeting. It was an excellent opportunity to 

connect with our national counterparts and 

engage with affiliate leaders from across the 

globe. 

 

Legislative Update: House Bill 134 – 

Microenterprise Kitchens 

 

Tony Brigano facilitated a one-on-one meeting 

with the bill’s sponsors to ensure OEHA could 

directly communicate our concerns about the 

proposed legislation. At the end of July, Scott 

Whittaker (Food Technical Chair) and I met 

virtually with Representatives Gross and 

Humphreys to discuss the bill, which seeks to 

expand cottage food operations under the 

oversight of the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture (ODA). 

 

Scott and the Food Technical Committee 

prepared a comprehensive guidance document 

that outlines our recommendations, including: 

 

• Restricting the use of high-risk foods, 

• Aligning standards with the Ohio Uniform 

Food Safety Code, 

• Requiring food safety training, and 

• Expanding inspection areas to include all 

parts of the home involved in food 

production. 

 

Both representatives were receptive to our 

feedback and expressed appreciation for 

OEHA’s thoughtful contributions. The ODA 

will also be meeting with the bill sponsors to 

share their concerns. We anticipate that a 

revised draft of the bill will be shared with 

OEHA for further review and input. 
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Upcoming District Fall Conferences 

 

Planning for our District Fall Conferences is 

well underway! Each of our four districts has 

been hard at work putting together valuable 

training sessions and workshops. These 

conferences offer a great opportunity for 

professional development, networking, and 

knowledge-sharing. 

 

I especially encourage you to invite and support 

newer colleagues in attending these events. 

Registration information for each district is 

available at www.ohioeha.org. I hope to see 

many of you there! 

 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the 

field of Environmental Health. 

 

In Service, 

Courtney Myers 

President, Ohio Environmental Health 

Association 
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The National Environmental Health 

Association’s 2025 Annual Educational 

Conference & Exhibition (AEC & Exhibition) 

took place July 14–17, 2025, at the Phoenix 

Convention Center. This year’s theme, “Your 

Oasis in the Desert,” encouraged environmental 

health professionals to recharge, build 

resilience, and gain fresh insights to meet the 

demands of an ever-evolving public health 

landscape. 
 

A significant presence at the conference came 

from the Ohio Environmental Health 

Association (OEHA). Many OEHA members 

made the trek to Phoenix. Our members 

represented OEHA well by presenting talks, 

participating in workshops, and attending 

sessions.  Their strong showing reflected 

Ohio’s continued leadership in environmental 

health innovation, policy, and practice. 

NEHA Updates 

NEHA: Pillars of Governmental Environmental Public Health: a 
Major Milestone and National Framework 

After years of collaboration and 

development, NEHA has officially released 

the Pillars of Governmental Environmental 

Public Health, a national framework built to 

help local environmental public health 

departments identify essential program areas, 

estimate staffing needs, and advocate for 

resources. 
 

This project represents one of NEHA's largest 

investments to date and brings together insight 

from hundreds of professionals across 45 states. 

• It reflects what's working in the field, and 

how agencies of any size can use those 

benchmarks to build stronger, more 

effective programs. 

• You'll find guidance on the 11 core 

environmental public health programs as 

well as recommendations for staffing, 

training, and performance outcomes. 

• The resource also includes insights on 

emerging topics like climate health, healthy 

homes, and air quality. 

This is about strengthening the local 

infrastructure that protects our communities 

every day.  Whether you're an EPH director 

seeking to strengthen existing programs, a 

manager advocating for resources, or a 

policymaker working to support public health 

infrastructure, this guide offers practical 

benchmarks and strategies to enhance 

environmental health services in your 

community. 

 

Thanks for being part of the NEHA 

community. We're excited to see the impact 

this guide will have in the months and years 

ahead.  

https://www.neha.org/Pillars-of-Governmental-Environmental-Public-Health?utm_source=28262&utm_campaign=efa4386e61-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_17_01_05_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-789ef02ec0-531121499
https://www.neha.org/Pillars-of-Governmental-Environmental-Public-Health?utm_source=28262&utm_campaign=efa4386e61-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_17_01_05_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-789ef02ec0-531121499
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OEHA needs YOU! Our association offers a 

wide range of committees that support our 

mission, strengthen environmental public 

health, and provide leadership opportunities for 

members. Whether you're interested in 

technical policy, legislative action, education, 

or outreach, there's a committee that needs your 

expertise! 

 

Committee Membership & Chair 

Responsibilities 

• All committee members must be OEHA 

members in good standing. 

• Chairs coordinate meetings, guide 

activities, and report progress to the Board. 

• Committees submit final reports at the 

Annual Meeting and collaborate with 

OEHA leadership. 

 

Standing Committees 

Ongoing committees that support OEHA’s core 

functions, including Membership, Finance, 

Awards, and Publications. They ensure 

operations run smoothly, guide scholarship 

awards, and help develop policy and journal 

content. 

 

Technical Committees 

These subject-area groups shape environmental 

health practice across Ohio. Areas include 

Body Art, Food Safety, Sewage, Water, Pools, 

Lead, Vectors, Solid Waste, and Campgrounds. 

Committees review rules, guide best practices, 

and influence OEHA policy positions. 

 

Ad-Hoc Committees 

These short-term groups tackle focused 

initiatives such as Resolutions, Archives, 

Constitution & Bylaws, Professional 

Development, Exhibits, and Website 

enhancements. 

 

OEHA Representatives on External 

Committees 

Members serve as OEHA liaisons with partner 

agencies including: 

Ohio Public Health Advisory Board (OPHAB) 

• Ohio Public Health Partnership 

• Concentrated Animal Feeding Facility 

(CAFF) 

• Sewage Treatment System Technical 

Advisory Committee (TAC) 

 

Why Join a Committee? 

• Build leadership and professional skills 

• Influence policies and practices in Ohio 

• Network with peers and subject-matter 

experts 

• Contribute to the advancement of 

environmental public health 

 

If you’re interested in joining a committee, 

please reach out to the current Committee 

Chair, your District Director, or any member of 

the Board of Directors. 

Get Involved: OEHA Committees Overview 
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In the world of body art, green soap has 

become an iconic staple—widely used for 

cleaning the skin before and during tattoo 

procedures. Its popularity, however, has led to 

ongoing confusion about its proper role in 

infection prevention. While green soap is a 

helpful cleaner during a procedure, it is not an 

appropriate antiseptic for pre-procedure 

skin preparation. 

 

Under Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 

3701-9-05(A), the skin must be thoroughly 

cleaned with soap and water and then treated 

with an antiseptic solution prior to a 

procedure. The code defines an antiseptic as 

“an agent that destroys pathogenic 

microorganisms on human skin or 

mucosa” (OAC 3701-9-01(B)). This is echoed 

in the NEHA Body Art Model Code, which 

clearly states in Section 9.3 that the procedure 

area must be prepped with an antiseptic. 

 

Tincture of green soap typically contains 

30% alcohol and is often diluted further by 

artists, decreasing its antimicrobial 

effectiveness. While it may offer some limited 

antimicrobial action, it does not meet the 

FDA’s threshold for classification or labeling 

as a healthcare antiseptic. In contrast, the FDA 

recognizes several active ingredients and 

concentrations as appropriate for pre-

procedural antiseptic use, including: 

 

• Ethyl alcohol (60–95%) 

• Isopropyl alcohol (70–90%) 

• Chlorhexidine gluconate (2% or 4%) 

• Povidone-iodine (7.5–10%) 

• Benzalkonium chloride (0.1%–0.13%) 

 

These ingredients, when included in properly 

labeled over-the-counter (OTC) drug products 

with a Drug Facts panel, are designed for use 

on skin to reduce the risk of infection. 

 

This distinction is not just theoretical—it's a 

practice and regulatory standard recognized 

nationally. Members of the National 

Environmental Health Association (NEHA) 

Body Art Committee support this 

interpretation. 

 

“Green soap is, however, a wonderful cleaner 

during the tattoo. It is widely popular, and for 

good reason. I encourage all who use green 

soap to keep using it as a cleaner during the 

tattoo. Of course, the cleaner is different than 

an antiseptic,” said Tyson Schaffert, NEHA 

Body Art Committee Industry Co-Chair, 

Appliance of Professional Tattooists (APT), 

Tattoo artist. 

 

“It works really well with removing blood and 

inks. Green soap can still be used for this—

during the procedure—it just can’t be used for 

prep,” added Austin Addison, NEHA Body Art 

Committee Regulatory Co-Chair, DHSc, 

REHS, CHES, EHS IV, Georgia Department of 

Public Health. 

 

The issue, ultimately, is not about whether 

green soap is a good product—it is about 

ensuring that it used appropriately and not 

misapplied in ways that compromise skin 

antisepsis. Other cleaning agents preferred by 

artists may have similar limitations if they are 

not properly labeled and formulated for 

antiseptic use. 

Skin Prep in Body Art:  
Why Green Soap Is Not an Appropriate  

Pre-Procedure Antiseptic  

Sarah Badenhop, REHS  
Columbus Public Health  
OEHA Body Art Committee Chair  
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As Environmental Health Specialists, we are in 

a unique position to provide education, 

reinforce best practices, and support our 

industry partners. Matt Johnson, MPH, REHS, 

Director of Environmental Public Services, 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health, aptly said: 

 

“Ohio can be a leader here with regard to this 

piece of the body art puzzle because we know it 

doesn’t matter how sterile your equipment is if 

you’re working on dirty skin.” 

 

The takeaway is clear: Pre-procedure skin 

antisepsis matters. Green soap is valuable, but 

it does not fulfill the role of a true antiseptic in 

skin prep. Let’s support studios in 

understanding this distinction and help raise the 

bar for safety in Ohio’s body art industry. 
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My name is Rachel 

Moresea. I am a full-time 

working mother of three 

boys, ages 7, 4, and 2.  I 

have 13 years of experience 

in the field of Public 

Health. I earned my 

bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana. After graduation, I served a year in 

AmeriCorps with the Christian Appalachian 

Project before getting a job at Columbus Public 

Health. At CPH I worked as a Registered 

Environmental Health Specialist for seven 

years in various programs before deciding to 

make a switch to Emergency Preparedness. In 

2021, once things with the pandemic started to 

slow down, I decided to return to 

Environmental Health and took a job as 

Director of 

Environmental 

Health for the 

Fairfield County 

Health Department.  

While I have 

experience in all 

environmental health 

programs, I would 

have to say food 

safety is my forte. Being an environmental 

health director comes with trials but there are 

also a lot of funny moments. I love that I am 

always doing something new and learning new 

things. I graduated with my MPH from 

American Public University in August. When I 

have free time I love reading, gardening and 

cooking.  

Featured District Director’s 
Message: Southeast 

Rachel Moresea, MPH, REHS                                  
Fairfield County Health Department 
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Abstract 

 

The Portage County Health District (PCHD) 

has integrated Geographic Information System 

(GIS) technology into its food safety inspection 

process through an initiative titled Mapping the 

Menu. This innovative approach utilizes 

ArcGIS to enhance operational efficiency, 

streamline data accessibility, and improve risk 

assessment. This article outlines the 

implementation process, explores key 

outcomes, and discusses potential applications 

of GIS within broader environmental health 

programs. 

 

Implementation of Mapping the Menu 

 

The Mapping the Menu initiative began with 

the development of a GIS layer to map all 

mobile food establishments at the local county 

fair. Initial data points were minimal, capturing 

basic details such as facility name, operator 

name, and a photo of each unit. This 

foundational data was collected before the fair 

and linked to 

geographic locations. 

As inspections were 

completed onsite, 

scanned inspection 

reports were digitally 

attached to each 

location, along with 

additional information 

such as food safety 

specialist and county 

of origin. 

 

Recognizing the value 

of geographic 

visualization, PCHD expanded the initiative by 

implementing electronic inspection reporting. 

This transition enabled food safety specialists 

to complete reports in the field digitally, with 

each report automatically linked to GIS 

coordinates. This shift eliminated paper 

records, improved operational efficiency, and 

enabled instant retrieval of historical inspection 

data. 

 

Advancements in Data  

Visualization and Analysis 

 

A key component of the initiative was the 

creation of a centralized, interactive GIS 

dashboard. This tool allows real-time 

visualization of inspection activity, enabling 

public health staff to monitor trends, identify 

high-risk establishments, and respond promptly 

to compliance issues. The dashboard also  

Integrating GIS Technology into Food 
Safety Inspections: Portage County Health 

District’s ‘Mapping the Menu’ Initiative 

Justin Rechichar,  
MPH, MBA, MHHS, REHS 
Portage County Health District 
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supports program evaluation by highlighting 

areas where targeted education or enforcement 

efforts may be needed. 

 

This modernization effort aligns with PCHD’s 

strategic goals of promoting food safety, 

ensuring regulatory transparency, and 

leveraging innovative technology. Prior to 

implementation, inspection records were 

managed through outdated systems and paper-

based files, leading to time-consuming audits 

and difficulty in data collection. The new 

system significantly reduces manual effort and 

enhances analytical capacity. 

 

To fully realize the benefits of GIS integration, 

a comprehensive GIS layer was developed for 

all brick-and-mortar food facilities in Portage 

County. This layer includes indexed data such 

as risk level, facility type, violation categories, 

and other key metrics, allowing for robust data 

tracking and performance monitoring. 

 

Today, food safety specialists at PCHD are 

fully paperless. Inspection data is collected 

digitally and uploaded in real time using 

Survey 123 and Microsoft Power Automate, 

facilitating seamless data entry and efficient 

analysis. The GIS dashboard enables staff to 

monitor violation trends and adjust inspection 

strategies based on timely, data-driven insights. 

 

Future Applications and Expansion 

 

Encouraged by the success of Mapping the 

Menu, PCHD plans to expand GIS integration 

into other environmental health programs, 

including private water systems, household 

sewage treatment systems, tattoos and body art, 

and vector control. Collaborative efforts with 

state agencies and academic institutions are 

being explored to enhance predictive modeling 

and further strengthen public health decision-

making. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The integration of ArcGIS into food safety 

inspections marks a significant advancement in 

environmental health practice. By improving 

inspection efficiency, enhancing data 

accessibility, and supporting real-time decision-

making, the Mapping the Menu initiative serves 

as a forward-thinking model for other health 

departments. PCHD’s success highlights the 

critical role of technology in evolving public 

health systems and reinforces the importance of 

strategic innovation in regulatory programs. 
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Northwest District Conference 
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Northwest District Conference 
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Northeast District Conference 
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Northeast District Conference 
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As many interested parties are aware, the Ohio 

Department of Health (ODH) is preparing to 

update rules for Ohio Administrative Code 

Chapter 3701-76, the Registered Environmental 

Health Specialist (REHS) rules. We value your 

input! To that end, ODH is providing an 

informal comment period to review the draft 

rules and provide comments to ODH for review 

and consideration. Please note that the 

Department will follow all formal rule-making 

processes, including formal comment periods, 

after this informal comment period concludes. 

  

ODH has been listening to feedback and the 

new draft rules reflect the feedback we have 

received. The draft rules have been revised to 

include: 

 

• Updating and reorganizing the rules for 

consistency with online application and 

renewal. 

• Expanding the list of coursework meeting 

educational requirements. 

• Developing an internship program that 

creates a pipeline of students into the local 

health department workforce post-

graduation that will count toward the REHS

-IT time requirement. 

• Adjusting the Environmental Health 

Specialist In Training (EHSIT) 

advancement timeline. 

  

Please review these draft rules and provide any 

comments you may have by the close of 

business on September 15, 2025, to the email 

address listed below. Please use “REHS 

Program Informal Rule Comment” in the 

subject line of all comments sent via e-mail.  

  

Ohio Department of Health 

Attn: Stephanie Youst 

REHS Program - Informal Comment Period 

246 North High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

odhrules@odh.ohio.gov 

stephanie.youst@odh.ohio.gov 

  

If you have questions about providing comment 

on any of the rules in this chapter, please 

contact Stephanie Youst 

at stephanie.youst@odh.ohio.gov or (614) 466-

1772. 

ODH Seeks REHS Rule Comments 
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Southeast District Conference 
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Southwest District Conference 
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Southwest District Conference 
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Open Positions (With an opening of  09/20/25. For current 

listing click here) 
 

• REHS/EHSIT                                                                         

Sandusky County Public Health 

• Director of Environmental Health                                

Crawford County Public Health 

• REHS Supervisor                                                           

Franklin County Public Health 

• Emergency Preparedness Planner                                

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Faculty                                                                               

Ohio University 

• REHS/EHSIT                                                       

Meigs County Health Department 

• Grant Supervisor                                                               

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Accounts Payable Specialist                                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Account Clerk                                                                 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Public Health Nurse Program Manager                       

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Public Health Nurse                                                 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Medical Billing & Credentialing 

Specialist                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• REHS                                                                              

Ohio Department of Health 

• Director of Nursing                                                        

Pickaway County Public Health 

• Emergency Preparedness Coordinator                            

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Fiscal Assistant                                                                   

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Home Visitor                                                                  

Ross County Health District 

• Environmental Health Director                                          

Preble County Public Health  

Educational Opportunities 

• Southeast OEHA Conference - September 

18-19, 2025; Glouster, Ohio 

• 2025 AOHC Fall Conference - September 

22-24, 2025; Dublin, Ohio 

• Southwest OEHA Conference - October 1

-2, 2025; Dayton, Ohio.  

• OPHA Public Health Book Discussion - 

October 8, 2025; Zoom Meeting 

• Northwest OEHA Conference - October 

10-11, 2025; Sandusky, Ohio 

• Northeast OEHA Conference - October 

14-15, 2025; Twinsburg, Ohio 

• AOHC Finance for Health Departments - 

October 15, 2025; Dublin, Ohio 

• AOHC LEHDS - October 15-16, 2025; 

Dublin, Ohio 

• OEHA Leadership Course - October 21 & 

November 19, 2025; Delaware, Ohio 

• OPHA Research to Practice - October 29, 

2025; Webinar 

• AOHC New Employee Training - 

November 6, 2025; Delaware, Ohio 

• OPHA Nursing & Epidemiology 

Conference - November 6-7, 2025; Kent, 

Ohio 

 
Announcements 

Have a grant, educational opportunity, 

move,  promotion, or other announcement 

you would like to share?  Please email a 

member of the publications committee. 

http://www.ohioeha.org/aws/OEHA/pt/sp/careers
http://www.ohioeha.org/aws/OEHA/pt/sp/careers
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Body Art 

Sarah Badenhop, REHS 

Columbus Public Health 
 

Campground 

Mark Janowich, REHS 

Erie County Health Department 
 

Food 

Scott Whittaker, REHS                                                                  

Columbus Public Health 
 

Lead 

Greg Putka, REHS 

Lorain County Public Health 
 

Private Water Systems 

MaryBeth Brown 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Sewage 

Eric Cherry, REHS 

Huron County Public Health 
 

Solid Waste 

Chuck De Jonckheere, REHS 

Hamilton County Public Health 
 

Swimming Pool, Spa, and Special Use Pool 

Thomas Fink, REHS 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
 

Vector Control 

Zach Holbert-Watson, REHS 

Franklin County Public Health 
 

Archives 

Melissa Adams, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Constitution & By-laws 

Ken Sharkey, REHS, MPH                                                   

Cleveland Department of Public Health 
 

Exhibits 

Shannon Self, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 

 

Professional Development 

Luke Jacobs, MPH, REHS                                                                        

Columbus Public Health 

Resolutions 

Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, REHS 

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 
 

Website 

Garrett Guillozet, MPA, REHS, AEMT 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Auditing 

Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, REHS 

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 
 

Awards & Recognition 

Gus Dria, REHS 

Canton City Health Department 
 

George Eagle Scholarship 

Traven A. Wood, MS, REHS 

Licking County Health Department 
 

Membership 

Luke Jacobs, MPH, REHS                                                                        

Columbus Public Health 
 

Public Affairs 

Stephan Ruckman, MPH, REHS 

Worthington Schools 
 

Publications 

Adam R. Howard, MPH, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Concentrated Animal Feed Facility 

Jason Menchhofer, MPH, REHS 

Ohio Department of Health 
 

Ohio Public Health Advisory Board 

Colton Masters, MPH, REHS                                                   

Mahoning County Public Health 
 

Ohio Public Health Partnership 

Chad Brown, MPH, REHS 

Licking County Health Department 
 

Sewage Treatment System Technical Advisory 

Committee 

Eric Cherry, REHS                                                                       

Huron County Public Health 

OEHA Committees & Chairs 
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