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The object and purpose of the Association shall be the betterment of the health and welfare of mankind through the improvement 

of the environment. This shall be done by sponsoring state and regional meetings and publications, by developing methods of 

measuring and evaluating achievements in environmental health, the establishment of a central point of reference and education 

material for the membership, the procurement of cooperation with other agencies and organizations, and such other activities as 

will lead to the greater efficiency and professional growth of the membership. 
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President’s Message 
Stephan Ruckman, MPH, REHS 
Ohio Environmental Health Association  
President 2020-2022 

 2021 is coming to a 

close as I type this message.  

We are yet again turning the 

page on another year.    As 

we face the New Year, hope 

lingers and new beginnings 

await.  And, so does more 

work for all of us.  Work at being an integral 

piece in the continued COVID-19 response, but 

also integral in returning to our typical 

positions in environmental health.  I say that 

with a deep recognition that nothing seems 

“typical” right now nor does it seem we will 

see it anytime soon.   Last year at this time I 

wrote that I was hopeful for our member to be 

recognized for their flexibility, willingness to 

fill nontraditional roles, and their continued 

talent as the great environmental health 

professionals they are.  That wish is still in my 

heart because I struggle to find enough 

recognition made public for all you do.  Please 

know that your Board of Directors and myself 

see all you’ve done and continue to do and are 

extremely honored to be your peers.   

 We did see some promise this past year 

that we are moving in the right direction with 

the pandemic.  As an Association we were able 

to conduct a virtual Annual Educational 

Conference and three District Educational 

Conferences.  And, do so in a manner that kept 

attendees safe and healthy.  The Board of 

Directors was very pleased to be able to serve 

our members in this way.  Along with the 

conferences came changes to our bylaws.  

These changes now allow for remote Board 

Meetings and Digital Signatures for official 

association business.  All tremendous steps 

forward in a time that most things seem to be 

standing still.   

 Our membership numbers continue to 

be lower than in the past, but we are hopeful 

that they will increase in 2022.  Although we 

continue to face financial challenges. the 

planning and foresight of past Board of 

Directors and the fiscal conservancy of the 

current Board have allowed us to remain 

solvent. We are learning from the obstacles the 

pandemic has created and integrating problem 

solving into our plan for the future.   

 On the legislative front we continue to 

be very active in monitoring Bills that could 

impact our members.  These include, but are 

not limited to Bills proposing to regulate man 

made ponds where inflatable structures and 

swimming is present, impacting the governing 

structure of local boards of health, and overall 

pandemic response.  In addition, we are 

working to address the survey structure for 

food programs and issues related to cost 

methodology and fee recovery.  Please continue 

to monitor the Ohio Environmental Health 

Association website at www.ohioeha.org for 

details on all of this as well as call to action if 

needed.   

 Many of us probably wish for a crystal 

ball to see what lies ahead of us in 2022.  All 

we can do is hold to our professional values 

and dedication that makes us critical to the 

communities we serve.  2021 certainly didn’t 

provide all the answers, but progress was noted.  

Let’s hold to that progress and let it sustain us 

no matter what is in store. After all, each and 

every one of us impacts someone every day 

with the work we do!  Celebrate that and 

celebrate each other!   

 Continue to stay healthy and safe!  I’m 

already looking forward to seeing you all in 

person for AEC 2022!!!! 
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Once in '19 a disease did emerge; 

but public health was ready for this scourge. 

From the shadows we were hiding; 

waiting to appear, our steeds a riding. 

 

We tested up your nose; 

to the challenge we arose. 

We tested masks in our dome, 

and even locked you in your home;. 

We brought you supplies here and there 

there was no burden we would not bear. 

 

We vaccinated in a park; 

we gave shots in the dark. 

We were out in the cold; 

helping those, young and old. 

We immunized in the rain, 

and protected you without refrain. 

 

For all this we asked no fame, 

and we took all the blame. 

The story's not over, for us not yet; 

but we will continue, that, you can surely bet.  

Pandemic Responders 
Adam R. Howard, MPH, REHS 
Delaware Public Health District 
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Have a grant, educational opportunity, 

move,  promotion, or other announcement 

you would like to share?  Please email a 

member of the publications committee.  
Call for Articles 

 The Ohio Journal of Environmental Health 

(OJEH) needs your help.  As the official publication 

of the Ohio Environmental Health Association the 

OJEH is committed to delivering key information to 

membership as well as publishing promising 

practices and interesting projects.  Articles obtained 

for the OJEH come directly from members or those 

interested in environmental health.  If you have an 

article please consider submitting it for publication!    

 Article submission deadlines are: 

• February 15 for the 1st quarter 

• May 15 for the 2nd quarter 

• August 15 for the 3rd quarter, and 

• November 15 for the 4th quarter. 

 Article submissions are in several 

categories including: the presidents message, the 

featured District Director’s message, legislative 

updates, partner agency updates (ODH, ODA, 

OEPA), OEHA committee reports, and general 

submissions.  This final category is open for 

submissions from anyone who has an article that 

advances environmental public health.  This could 

include a CQI project completed at your agency, an 

interesting project or study you recently completed, 

or any other article that would be of benefit to the 

association and the State. 

 The committee makes a great attempt to 

ensure your article is printed in the way you intend, 

but at times some formatting adjustments need to be 

made to keep the flow of the journal.  Articles are 

formatted in Times New Roman 11 pt font in two 

columns with 0.5” separation and 0.75” outer 

margins.  Also,  please turn off auto hyphenation.  

To ensure your article is published in your vision, 

please submit articles using these specifications in 

Microsoft word or publisher 2007 or newer.  
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Membership Renewal 

 First, on behalf of the Ohio 

Environmental Health Association, I would like 

to thank you for your continued support of the 

Association by renewing your membership. 

 Secondly, The Board of Directors 

would like to make you aware of a few changes 

to our membership renewal process. Moving 

forward, OEHA will no longer be mailing 

membership renewal notices. Instead, we will 

be emailing all notices via our online member 

notification tool.  

 You can either renew your membership 

online via credit card, or mail in a completed 

membership application along with proper 

payment.  

 Online Payments.  For members who 

wish to utilize online payment via credit card, 

you will need to first login into your OEHA 

account on our website (www.ohioeha.org). 

From there, you will be able to click on the 

“Pay My Dues by Credit Card” button located 

on the left side of the page. 

 You will then be taken to a secure 

section of the site to input the necessary credit 

card information. You will then immediately 

receive a confirmation notice that your dues 

have been renewed. If you choose to renew 

online, there will be an additional processing 

fee. 

 To Pay by Check.  For members who 

wish to mail a check, you will either need to 

submit a paper application (see below) or need 

to first login into your OEHA account on our 

website (www.ohioeha.org). From there, you 

will be able to click on the “Pay My Dues by 

Check” button located on the left side of the 

page. This process allows you to update 

your membership and contact information and 

creates an invoice in our system. Once the 

check is received, we process your check and 

then finalize your membership renewal.  

 

Click Here to Renewal by Credit Card 

Click Here to Renewal by Check 

Click Here to Access 

the Membership Application 

 

If you have any questions or concerns 

regarding the renewal process, or issues 

utilizing online payment, please email 

info@ohioeha.org. If you are currently locked 

out of your account, you can reset the password 

by following the prompts in the system, or send 

a password reset request to info@ohioeha.org.  

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OEHA/login/login?follow_up_url=https%3A%2F%2Fassociationdatabase.com%2Faws%2FOEHA%2Finput_form%2Fdisplay_form_01_show%3Fcontact_id%3D1669647%26form_no%3D5%26host%3Dretain%26which_form%3D6496&layout_name=layout_forms
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OEHA/login/login?follow_up_url=https%3A%2F%2Fassociationdatabase.com%2Faws%2FOEHA%2Finput_form%2Fdisplay_form_01_show%3Fcontact_id%3D1669647%26form_no%3D4%26host%3Dretain%26which_form%3D5756&layout_name=layout_forms
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OEHA/asset_manager/get_file/173920?ver=5726
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OEHA/asset_manager/get_file/173920?ver=5726
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Open Positions (With an opening of  1/5/22) 

 

• Environmental Health Program Manager                                                                       

Columbiana County Health District 

 

• REHS/EHST                                                                    

Holmes County General Health District 

 

• Director of Environmental Health                               

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 

 

• REHS - Food Safety                                                                    

New Philadelphia City Health Department 

 

• EHST                        

Paulding County Health Department 

 

• REHS/EHST                                                                

Sandusky County Public Health 

 

• Director of Environmental Health                                                                

Paulding County Health Department 

 

• Director of Environmental Health                                                                

Springdale Health Department 

 

• REHS/EHST                                                                

Medina County Board of Health 

 

Educational Opportunities 

• OEHA AEC                                                                             

April 14 & 15, 2022                                                                 

Dublin, Ohio 

 
Announcements 

Have a grant, educational opportunity, 

move,  promotion, or other announcement 

you would like to share?  Please email a 

member of the publications committee.  

http://www.ohioeha.org/aws/OEHA/pt/sp/careers
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Body Art 

Sarah Badenhop, REHS 

Columbus Public Health 

 

Campground 

Mark Janowich, REHS 

Erie County Health Department 

 

Food 

Christina Ritchey Wilson, JD, REHS 

Columbus Public Health 

 

Greg Chumney, MPH, REHS 

Licking County Health Department 

 

Lead 

Greg Putka, REHS 

Lorain County Public Health 

 

Private Water Systems 

Randy Ruszkowski, REHS 

Stark County Health Department 

 

Sewage 

Eric Cherry, REHS 

Huron County Public Health 

 

Solid Waste 

Chuck De Jonckheere, REHS 

Hamilton County Public Health 

 

Swimming Pool, Spa, and Special Use Pool 

Barry Grisez, REHS 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

 

Vector Control 

Scott Pozna, REHS 

Lorain County Health Department 

 

Archives 

Melissa Adams,  REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 

 

Constitution & By-laws 

Ken Sharkey, REHS, MPH 

Cleveland Department of Public Health 

 

Exhibits 

Shannon Self, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 

 

Professional Development 

Steve Ruckman, MPH, REHS 

Worthington Schools 

 

Resolutions 

Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, REHS 

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 

 

Website 

Garrett Guillozet, MPA, REHS, AEMT 

Ross County Health District 

 

Auditing 

Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, REHS 

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 

 

Awards & Recognition 

Gus Dria, R.S., REHS 

Canton City Health Department 

 

George Eagle Scholarship 

Jacqueline A. Gruza, BS, REHS, MPH 

Greene County Public Health 

 

Membership 

Open 

 

Nominations & Elections 

Open 

 

Public Affairs 

Stephan Ruckman, MPH, REHS 

Worthington Schools 

 

Publications 

Adam R. Howard, MPH, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 

 

Concentrated Animal Feed Facility 

Jason Menchhofer, REHS 

Mercer County - Celina City Health Department 

 

Ohio Public Health Advisory Board 

Garrett Guillozet, MPA, REHS, AEMT 

Ross County Health District 

 

Ohio Public Health Partnership 

Chad Brown, REHS, MPH 

Licking County Health Department 

 

Sewage Treatment System Technical Advisory Committee 

Dan Lark, REHS 

Lake County General Health District 

OEHA Committees & Chairs 
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